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The  "big  farm  story I'll i^s  veek  wii±  be  ine  National  Wheat  Marketing 
Quota  Beferendum  on  Friday.,. to  determine  whether  quotas  will  "be  applied  to 
the  195^  wheat,  crop. 

We're  expecting  preliminary  results  to  "be  available  here  around 
noon  on  Saturday.  Your  wire  seirvice  will  Tdo  protecting  you  on  the  story, 
and  we  also  hope  to  have  the  results  on  the  network  farm  programs  that  day. 

Needless  to  say,  your  eleventh-hour  reminders  to  wheat  farmers 
will  "bQ  valuable  in  assuring  that  a  maximum  number  cast  ballots  and  that 
the  final  result  is  really  representative  of  their  desires.    An  estimated 
800  thousand  wheat  growers  will  be  eligible  to  vote, 

CCC "Halts  Sales  to  Feed  Mixers  at  Drought  Price 

T\70  weeks  ago  we  told  you  in  the  Letter  about  a  program  to  make 
mixed  feed  available  at  the  reduced  price  to  farmers  eligible  for  emergency 
feed  assistance.    That  has  now  been  halted. 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  has  suspended  the  sale  of  corn 
and  cottonseed  meal  to  feed  mixers  at  the  reduced  prices.    The  reason  is 
that  the . railroads  have  informed  the  CCC  that  the  half-price  rates  granted 
on  shipments  of  CCC^owned  feed  to  farmers  and  ranchers  would  not  apply  to 
shipments  to  feed  mixers. 

This  doesn't  change  in  any  way  the  original  emergency  feed  pro- 
gram announced  July  2. 

Things  to  Watch  For. . , 

The  August  Cotton  Report  will  be  out  Monday,  the  10th,  with 
indicated  production  and  indicated  yield  per  acre.    The  General  Crop  Report 
will  be  issued  Tuesday  in  Washington.    The  monthly  report  on  the  condition 
of  Western  ranges,  cattle,  and  sheep  will  be  released  from  Denver  Tuesday. 
The.  monthly  report  of  hatcher^'-  production  will  be  released  Friday  from 
Denver. 
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First  International  Badlo  Conference  Eeld  in  Europe 

Dana  Reynolds  relays  vord  to  us  aljout  a  three -day  conference  on 
farm  "broadcasting  held  in  London  July  20-22.    Thirty  delegates  represent- 
ing 18  European  countries  and  international  organizations  attended  this 
conference^  vhich  was  the  first  international  meeting  of  its  kind  ever 
held  in  Europe.    It  vas  organized  "by  FAO  in  cooperation  with  the  British 
Broadcasting  Company, 

Wallace  Kadderly  and  Layne  Beaty,  "both  former  NAE^D  presidents, 
participated  in  the  meeting  as  did  Ear-ry  Hunt  of  BBC  and  a  numher  of 
other  European  RFD's  who  have  visited  the  United  States  during  the  past 
several  years.    Repeated  references  were  made  to  the  work  "being  done  "by 
EFD's  in  this  country,    Layne  demonstrated  recent  .jnerican  advances  in 
farm  television. 

The  group  discussed  methods  used  in  supplying  information  to 
farmers  hy  radio,  in  teaching  new  techniques,  and  in  giving  weather  and 
market  reports.    The  time  allotted  to  farm  radio  in  various  countries  was 
found  to  range  from  20  minutes  or  less  per' week  in  some,  to  over  two  hours 
a  week  in  others.    Time  spent  on  market  reports  also  varied  widely.  As 
to  time  of  da^^,  delegates  agreed  that  early  morning  and  mid -day  were 
usually  the  most  suitable  for  European  farm  programs,  although  some  pre- 
ferred evening  broadcasts .  ■ 

.    The  Kumher  One  recomxnendation  of  the  group  was  for  another  meet- 
ing that  would  include_  a  workshop  for  farm  "broadcasters  and  Extension 
workers.    They  hope  to  hold  such  a  meeting  in  Paris  not  later  than  next 
March.    The  European  RFD's  also  were  unanimous  in  wanting  a  regular  news- 
letter established  for  circulation  among  all  farm  service  directors  in 
Europe.  .  : 

They  also  recommended  that  FAO  draw  the  attention  of  governments 
to  the  vital  role  that  radio  can  play  in  giving  information  to  farmers; 
for  keeping  the  farmer  in  touch,  and  for  interesting  townspeople  in  agri- 
cultural matters;  for  the  need  for  training  Extension  workers  in  radio 
and  television  techniquee;  and  to  th^  need  for  appointing  In  each  country 
an  official  unit  to  act  as  a  focal  point  for  farm  broad-casting'.         •  ^  .  . 

Farmer's  Share  at  Hew  Postwar'  Low 

The  farmer's  share  of  the  dollar  considers  spent  for  farm  foods 
dropped  to       cents  in  the  second  quarter  of  this  year  --  2  cents  less 
than  a  year  earlier  and  the  smallest  share  received  iA  the  postwar  period. 
Farm  prices  have  declined  and  marketing  margins  have  increased. 

Charges  for  performing  marketing  services  liave  continued  to  in- 
crease during  the  past  year.    Average  hourly  earnings  of  employees  of  food 
marketing  firms  were  about  6.  percent  higher  in  May  than  a  year  earlier. 
Truck  rate  increases  have  raised  transportation  costs,  and  rents  and  other 
costs  have  continued  to  advance. 
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Southwestern  Sheep  Lab  Transferred  to  USDA 


The  Southwestern  Eange  and  Sheep  Breeding:'  Laboratory  at  Fort 
Hingate^  New  Mexico,  lias  "been  transferred  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(Department  of  the  Interior)  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    The  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  will  assume  responsibility  for  it. 

The  announcement  states  that  the  move  is  part  of  a  broad  program 
aimed  at  narrowing  the  scope  of  Indian  Bureau  operations  and  transferring 
responsibilities,,  wherever  possible,  to  other  agencies  of  Government  or  to 
the  Indians  themselves. 

The  Fort  Uingate  Laboratory  was  established  in  1935  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  an  improved  breed  of  sheep  and  a  better  qimlity  wool 
through  the  crossing  of  native  Navajo  stock  with  high-grade  rams.  Orig- 
inally the  work  was  intended  primarily  for  the  benefit  of  the  Navajos 
since  sheep  raising  and  rug  weaving  have  been  for  many  years  key  factors 
in  the  Tribe's  econom^^.    Emphasis  will  continue  to  be  placed  on  the  special 
needs  of  the  Southwestern  Indians ^  but  the  laboratory  will  also  stress 
breeding  improvements  for  fleece  and  mutxcn  production  intended  'to  benefit 
both  Indian  and  non-Indian  sheep  producers. 

Shorn  Wool  Picduction  Below  Last  Year 

BAE  estimates  the  quantity  of  wool  shorn  and  to  be  shorn  this 
year  at  229, "92, 000  pounds  --  1  percent  less  than  the  232,373,000  pounds 
produced,  last  year  and  19  percent  below  the  .19^-2-'51  average.    About  2 
percent  fewer  sheep  were  shorn  than  last  year;  the  average  weight  per 
fleece  set  a  new  record       8.27  pounds. 

In  the  "Native"  or  "fleece"  wool  States ^  shorn  wool  production 
is  estim^ited  almost  2  percent  above  last  year.    In  the  13  Western  sheep 
States  (11  Western  States,  South  Dakota  and  Texas)  estimated  production 
is  about  3  percent  below  last  year. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  August  1^ 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  EDT.     "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  feature  will  be 
a  piclmp  from  T\'BAL  Baltimore  on  Maryland  Land  Day.    We  hope  to  have  prelim- 
inary results  of  the  National  iTheat  Marketing  Cuota  referendum  on  the 
"Headlines." 

ABC  Am-erlcan  Farmer .,  .Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
Edt,     "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA  vrith,  we  hope,  the  preliminary  re- 
sults of  the  National  Wheat  Marketing  Quota  Eeferendum.    The  feature  will 
be  a  report  from  the  Eighth  Annual  Worcester  County  Farmers'  Field  Day 
near  Boston,  with  Bill  Alford, 

CBS  Bj.dio  Farm  News ...  Saturday  originating  3:30  to  3:U^  p.m.  EDT 
with  Claude  Mahoney, 
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Flagging  to  Your  Attention  .  _ 

We  mci-iled  3/ou  this  ireek  a  talk  "by  B.       Short,  Assistant  Secre- 
tary'-, given  at  the  University  of  Delavare  on  Wednesday,  August  5.  Also 
an  address  "by  Bichard  D.  Aplin,  Administrative  Assistant  Secretary,  hef ore 
the  Korth  Carolina  Milk  Producers  Federation  today. 

Also  mailed  this  week  were  a  story  on  the  new  agreements  reached 
"by  the  U.  S.  and  Mexico  on  foot-and-mouth  disease  eradication,  the  announce- 
ment of  the  195^  Agricultural  Conservation  Program,  and  a  story  on  the 
donation  of  50  million  pounds  of  "butter  for  domestic  and  foreign  use. 
The  2C-man  dairy  industry  task  group  will  meet  here  August  10  and  11,  and 
another  group  will  confer  here  September  28  and  29  on  the  school  lunch 
program;  we've  mailed  you  announcements  of  both  meetings. 

New  Hessian  Fly  Bulletin  • 

You  BFD's  in  winter  wheat  areas  may  he  interested  in  a  new  USDA 
bulletin  giving  recommended  methods  for  preventing  damage  by  the  hessian 

fly. 

Among  Ourselves. , . 

Frank  Baym.ond  i/rites  from  TOVA  Dj.nville  ,  Va.,  that  the  south- 
eastern division  BFD's  will  hold  their  summer  get -together  there  next 
weekend,  August  I3-I6.    The  boys  there  have  worked  out  an  activity-packed 
schedule  in  cooperation  with  the  Extension  Service,    Don  will  be  there  to 
represent  this  office. 

Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  ?,nd  Don  Looper 
Badio  and  Television  Service 
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r  -   :  I  program  j.8  only  two 

weeks  old,  it  is  already  veil  under  way.    Ninety -nine  loans  totalling 
$1,139,105,  have  "been  m^^de.    Several  hundred  ap'olications ,  which  prohahly 
will  involve  loans  amoimting  to  $5,000,000  are  pending,  mostly  in  the 
drought  areas  of  the  soutliwest,  and  more  are  coming  in  daily. 

Parte  of  8  states  are  now  included  in  the  drought  disaster  area, 
designations  being  made  hy  the  President  as  need  arises.    However.  loani3 
under  this  new  program  may  "be  made  to  eligible  livestock  producers  in  all 
48  states. 

Purpose  of  the  Department's  new  loans  is  to. provide  temporary, 
credit  to  livestock  producers  in  a^>'  state  to  continue  their  operations,  . 
after  suffering  economic  difficulties  caused,  for  example,  by  the  drop  in 
catLle  prices.    Naturally  consumers  as  well  as  producers  are  affected  by 
the  situation,  and  will  benefit  from  the  new  program.    Sacrifice  sales  and 
was-ceful  slaughter  of  unfinished  stock  now  might  mean  a  shortage  of  meat 
and  higher  prices  later. 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ezra  Taft  Benson  has  given  toTD  responsi- 
bility for  the  new  program  to  R.  B.  McLeaish,  national  administrator  of  the 
Farmers  Home  .idmini  strati  on.    FBA  state  and  county  offices  will  disburse 
the  funds,  collect  the  loans,  and  service  the  accounts. 

A  state  or  local  livestock  loan  coomittee,  appointed  by  the 
Secretary,  decides  whether  the  applicant  is  eligible  and  approves  the  loans, 
FEA  county  committeemen  are  temporarily  serving  in  counties  designated  by 
the  President  as  drought  disaster  areas. 

The  loans  are  only  for  producers  and  feeders  of  cattle,  sheep,  and 
goats.    Also,  these  farmers  must  already  be  established,  rather  than  Just 
trying  to  get  a  start,  and  they  must  not  be  commercial  feed  lot  operators. 
They  must  be  unable  to  get  the  credit  they  need  from  customary  soia-ces,  have 
good  records  of  operations,  and  it  must  appear  that  the  credit  would  give 
them  a  reasonable  chance  to  succeed. 
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Loans  may  "be  used  to  "buy  or  produce  feed,  ^ay  for  grazing  permits/ 
rent  farm  "buildings,  pasture,  and  feed  crop  land;  replace,  hire  or  repair 
fo,rm  machinery  and  equipment,  "build  and  repair  fences,  move  livestgck  as 
to  and  from  grazing  places;  repair  or  improve  livestock  and  domestic  water 
supplies;  and  pay  essential  living  expenses  and  costs  of  maintaining  fam 
and  ranch  "buildings. 

The  program  lasts  only  two  years,  expiring  in  July  of  19!;5.  Loans 
hear  5  percent  interest  and  are  repayable  over  periods  up  to  three  ye^trs. 
Inquiries  may  he  made,  or  applications  filed,  at  the  Farmers  Home  office 
serving  the  area  where  the  farm  or  ranch  is  located, 

* 

RFD's  wanting  more  details,  or  perhaps  an  inter^/iew  with  a  local 
official  or  borrower,  might  get  in  touch  with  the  FEA  county  sui^ervisor  or 
county  committeeman  by  calling  the  nearest  FHA  office  or  County  Extension 
office. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention. . . 

We  mailed  you  the  full  text  of  Secretary  Benson's  tal3^  at  Columbia, 
Mo.,  Wednesday  night...  also  briefing  it  for  attachment  to  this  letter. 

We've  also  mailed  a  story  on  the  appearance  of  VS  disease  in 
Montana, . .and  one  on  the  new  Advisory  CoimnitLee  on  Grain  Sanitation. 

The  /;gricultural  Situation  is  out  this  week,  ..also  the  Wool  Situa- 
tion and  the  Dairy  Situation. 

You  boys  who  are  interested  in  the  importance  of  food  in  the  world 
balance  of  power  will  want  to  read  "The  Political  Significance  of  the  Rice 
Bowl  of  Asia"  in  the  new  Foreign  Agriculture  Magazine. 

A  supplement  to  The  Marketing  and  Transportation  for  July-Sept, 
gives  revised  data  on  price  spreads  for  farm  food  products. 

From  the  Dairy  Situation  Released  Thursday... 

The  annual  rate  of  milk  production  (as  of  June)  has  declined'  con- 
siderably from  the  record  high  of  last  winter,  but  the  June  rate  was  still 
slightly  above  the  recent  rate  of  use.    The  excess  is  going  into  butter, 
American  cheese  and  nonfat  dry  milk  and  is  being  sold  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  under  the  price  support  program. 

Consumption  of  most  dairy  products  has  changed  little  from  last 
year,  even  though  consumer  incomes  are  running  significantly  above  a  year 
earlier,  and  retail  prices  for  dairy  products  are  slightly  lower. 

Uew  Foreign  Trade  Booklet 


The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  has  a  new  TS-P^S®  bulletin  on 
the  "United  Kingdom  Market  for  U.  S.  /agricultural  Products."    Write  us  if 
you  want  one. 


-3  - 


Another  Big  Cotton  Crop  Forecast 

The  Department  of  /^riculture ,  this  week  issued  its  first  forecast 
of  19^3  cotton  production,  ' 

On  the  "basis  of  information  as  of  Ai^gust  1,  the  U,  S,  Crop'  " 
F.eporting  Board  forecasts  a  1953  cotton  crop  of  1^1^60^,000  bales  the 
third  relatively  large  crop  in  succession.    A  crop  of  that  size  would  "be 
3.5  percent  helow  last  3^ear  but  well  above  the  IG-year  average  of 
12,215,000  bales. 

In  arriving  at  the  August  1  forecast,  the  Board  h-as  taken  into 
account  the  larger  than  average  abandonment  in  such  States  as  Texas c 
Oklahoma  and  Central  Belt  States.    For  the  U.  S.  as  a  whole  it  appears 
abandonment  may  be  around  h.^  percent  compared  with  the  10 -year  average 
of  2.5  percent. 

Prospective  Crop  Production  Equals  1952 

Prospective  all-crop  production  this  year  equals  the  second- 
largest  in  history,  according  to  Bi\S's  monthly  crop  report  issued  Tuesday. 
The  volume  of  all  crops,  as  now  indicated,  would  equal  1952  and  be  exceeded 
only  by  the  19^8  production. 

Corn  prospects  were  maintained  and  indicated  production  of  3 
billion  330  million  bushels  is  about  the  s^ame  as,  on  July  1.    This  would 
be  1  percent  above  last  year's  crop  and  10  percent  above  average, 

Belief  of  the  drought  in  the  Southwest  was  an  important  factor 
in  improving  prospects  for  cotton,  sorghums,  soybeans,  peanuts  and  broom- 
corn.    Drought  in  the  Southwest  was  broken  in  some  portions  and  relieved 
in  others  by  good  July  rains. 

Much  of  Missouri  was  still  suffering  and  to  a : less  extent 
eastern  Kansas  and  south  Texas,    In  northirest  Texas,  western  Oklahoma  and 
Kansas,  eastern  New  M:  exico  and  Colorado,  the  rainfall  was  sufficient  to 
improve  pastures  and  ranges,  and. to  encourage  planting  of  sorghums  and 
broomcorn.    Most  of  the  area  received  beneficial  rains  in  early  August i 

Teen-Agers  Advised  to  Continue  Studies 

With  school  bells  soon  to  be  ringing,  Secretary  of  Labor  Martin 
P.  Durkin  had  some  advice  today  about  encouraging  teen-age  youth  to  stay 
in  school.    He  called  upon  parents  to  advise  these  youngsters  to  give  up 
their  summer  Jobs  and  to  return  to  their  studies  this  fall. 

Last  year  a  third  of  Merica's  l6  and  17  year  olds  --20  percent 
more  than  in  1951       failed  to  return  to  school  after  taking  summer  Jobs, 
From  19^^  until  last  fall.,  there  had  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  number 
of  boys  and  girls  who  stayed  out  of  school  for  work.    But  the  trend  was 
reversed  last  year.    This  problem  is  especially  acute  in  rural  areas  be- 
cause proportionately  more  rural  children  than  urban  children  stay  out  of 
school. 
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NetAiork  Farm  and  Eor.e  ShovB  August  22 

IIBC  National  Fana  and  Home  Eoijr ...  Saturday  originating  at  1:00  to 
1:30  p. El.  EDT.     "USDA  Headlines"  f rom  l.^ashington  including  a  abort  feature 
on  the  nev  livestock  emergency  loan  program  nc\r  in  operation.    The  program's 
regular  feature  will  "be  a  pickup  from  WGY  Scljenectadj  on  "Green  Acres," 

ABC  /onerican  Farmer .. .Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EDT.     "Top  of  the  F^rm  News"  from  USDA.    The  fe-ture  vill  "be  an  intervie^.'- 
with  Charles  S.  Laidla^:^  director  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation. 

CBS  Ridio  Farm  Nevs .Saturday  originating  3:30  to  3:^15  p.m.  EDT 
with  Claude  Mahoney. 

Among  Ourselves. ...  ^ 

Boh  Crom  is  leaving  our  staff  to  accept  the  position  of  Director  • 
of  Communications  at  I^Iorth  Dakota  Agricultural  College  as  of  September  1, 
As  you  knov_,  Boh  has  heen  a  mainstay  around  here  in  hoth  radio  and  tele-, 
vision  since  he  came  to  us  ah  out  2-|  years  ago  from  KGLC  ^fe.son  City,  Most 
recently  he  has  heen  concerned  irlth  developing  the  ULD.-'.'s  television  package 
program. 

Bch's  nev  joh  at  Fargo  will  he  concerned  irith  all  media  and  he'll 
he  ^forking  closely  with  the  folks  on  the  Extension^  Experiment  Station,  and 
academic  college  informatic^n  staffs.    Of  coujrse  ^re're  sorry  to  see  Boh  go  ,, 
hut  we're  glad  he'll  "be  continuing  in  communications  work  at  a  fine  Land- 
Gi'ant  institution.    Arii  th^t  he'll  still  have  his  hiand  in  farm  radio  and 
television. 

Ee  expects  to  leave  here  next  week  aiKL  spend  a  few  days  vacation- 
ing in  Iowa  hefore  reporting  to  Fargo.  ■  - 

TJe  have  Just  perused  a  cop,y  of  Bill  Alford's  "Sur\*ey  P.eport  on 
Padio -Television  Listening  Hahits  in  Eastern  Massachusetts/'  and  found  it 
very  interesting.    A  survey  of  da;^^ime  listening  hahits  of  persons  with  hoth 
radio  and  television  sets  indicated  that  radio  more  than  holds  its  o\m  until 
3  p.m.  when  TV  reaches  its  afternoon  peak.    Iiadio  listening  reaches  its 
morning  peak  at  7:3C  and  its  peak  for  the  day  at  12:30  p.m.    Bill  has 
offered  a  copy  of  the  report  to  any  EI'D  who  asks. 


days  off. 


We're  carrying  along  without  Ken  this  week, ..he's  taking  a  few 


Cordially, 


Enclosure : 

Foreign  Operations  Admin. 
Agricultural  Items 


Don  hooper 

Kadio  and  Television  Service 
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ATTACIO^IIT 

Excerpts  from  Working  Together, an  address  "by  Secretar;^^  Benson  "before  the 
American  Institute  of  Cooperation,  Columbia,  Missouri,  Wednesday,  ixUgust 
12,  8:0C  p.m.  CST. 


In  the  administration  of  governmental  programs,  7  months  is  a 
very  short  period.    Yet,  in  that  l)rief  interval,  ve  have  made  progress. 
Our  progress  is  not  as  great  as  we  deeired;  and  it  is  not  nearly  as  great 
as  it  is  going  to  "be  in  the  period  ahead.    But  it  is  pror.ress  solidly 
"based,  carefully  produced,  and  full  of  promise  for  the  fut'ore. 

We  came  into  office  at  a  criticc.l  time.    The  previous  adm.iniEtra- 
tion  had  called  for  more  and  more  production  each  year  since  Korea.  For 
the  past  t\7o  years  it  had  \raived  zlie  imposition  of  acreage  allotments  and 
marketing  quotas,  when,  according  to  law,  they  were  in  order  for  certain 
crops.    As  a  result,  we  have  to  manage  the  fastest  accumulation  of  e^icess 
reserves  which  has  ever  existed  in  the  history  of  the  farm  programs. 

We  ajre  not  respond ihle  for  the  existence  of  these  excessive  stocks. 
But  we  do  have  the  job  of  managing  them.    This  is  a  tremendous  job,  and  a 
heavy  respcnsi"bility . 

May  I  assLire  you  that  we  realize  the  magnitude  of  the  pro"blem  con- 
fronting us,    Vgxy  I  assure  you  further  tliat  we  appreciate  its  seriousness. 
But  may  I  assure  you  finally  that  we  are  going  to  meet  it  head  on  --  that 
we  are  going  to  conquer  it  --  and  that  the  future  of  the  American  farmer 
will  "be  "better  than  the  present  or  the  past. 

We  are  using  and  we  will  continue  to  use  all  the  existing 
farm  prograins  to  sta"bilize  farm  prices.  I  om  optimistic  that  we  can,  and 
will,  manage  this  situation  we  have  inherited. 

Our  pro"blem  is  made  more  difficult  "because  the  tools  we  must  use 
are  not  fully  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  19^0^ s.    Out  present  programs 
were  basically  developed  during  the  1930 's  as  part  of  the  battle  against 
the  depression  of  those  years.    They  i;ere  amended  during  the  19^0 's  as 
part  of  our  economic  answer  to  the  total  war  of  those  years.    But  the  age 
we  now  live  in  is  different.    The  demand  situation  is  different  than  it 
was  in  either  the  great  depression  or  the  great  war.    The  production 
situation  is  also  different.    We  must  realize  that  output  per  man-hour  of 
farm  labor  is  now  more  than  one -fourth  larger  than  it  was  in  19^p,  irhen 
World  l.^ar  Two  ended. 

But  even  though  the  programs  available  are  not  fully  adequate, 
there  is  no  immediate  opportunity  to  charigo  them. 

We  will  work  with  the  programs  we  now  have.    We  will  meet  our 
problems  with  the  tools  we  have  at  hand.    There  are  many  things  in  these 
programs,  things  that  most  of  the  farmers  want  to  keep.    V/e  will  keep  these 
things,  and  add  improvements. 
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This  we  can  do.    This  xre  are  doing. 

W?  have  come  to  the  aid  of  farmers  vhen'such  aid  was  optional  if 
in  oiir  judgment  the  circumstances  so  warranted. 

As  one  example,  ve  continued  price  supports  for  dairy  products 
to  permit  a  great  industry  to  assist  in  developing  a  more  rea.listic  program. 

We  shall  continue  to  administer  the  existing  far-m  programs  fully, 
efficiently,  and  economicallj'-.    But  meantime,  ve  shall  not  cease  in  our 
efforts  to  vork  with  farmers,  farm  organizations,  and  the  Congress  to 
develop  programs  vhich  V7ill  give  farmers  "better  opportunity  to  achieve  the 
prosperiti^  and  security  they  desire, 

in  the  seven  months  that  we  have  "been  in  office,  a  large  measure 
of  our.  efforts  has  had  to  "be  directed  to  putcing  the  Department  of  Agriculture' 
house  in  order.    We  are  striving  in  every  way  possihle  to  give  the  American 
people  more  service  for  less  money.  ^     •  , 

We  have  not  made  sweeping  changes.    We  "believe  in  evolution, 
rather  than  revolution.    But  the  door  is  wide  open  for  any  and  all  ch-anges 
which  will  save  tax  dollars  without  curtailing  essential  services  to 
agriculture. 

As  you  can  all  imagine,  reducing  expenditures  is  not  easy",  nor 
is  it  always  popular.    But  we  must  "be  businesslike  and  efficient.    We  must 
give  the  .'\merican  taxpayer  full  value  for  his  investment  in  gocd  government 
and  at  the  same  time  maintain  and  improve  all  essential  services  to  agri- 
culture, 

,  We  must,,  and  we  shall,-  improve  the  price  programs  to  provide  hoth 
adequate;  protection  ar^  adequate  incentives  for  our  agriculture.    But  we  are 
also  fully  persuaded  that  the  agriculture  of  the  future  will  need  to  malce 
further  progress  in  reducing  costs,  improving  quality,  and  expanding  markets. 
To  accomplish  these  things,  nothing  can  take  the  place  of  research  and 
education.    We  shall  need  to  lean  more  heavily  upon  these  two  pillars  of 
agricultural  progress.    Our  land-grant  colleges  must  he  more  adequately 
equipped  and  hotter  organized  to  serve  the  farmer.    The  Extension  Service 
will  need  to  he  enlarged  to  guide  farmers  with  the  latest  in  technical  and 
economic  information  --to  help  them  adopt  new  production  methods, .and  to 
make  needed  changes  in  production  patteins.  .  .     •  :. 

We  need  cooperation  today  --  in  every  way,  in  every  phase  of  life. 
I  sincerely  hope  to  see  the  cooperative  movement  vastly  strengthened  in  the 
years  to  come.    For  this  movement  is  vital  to  America.    It  is  still  a  young  . 
movement.    It  is  growing.    It  has  unlimited  potentialities. 

But  cooperation  cannot  live  in  the  same  atmosphere  as  excessive 
partisanship.    So  I  say  to  you  tonight:  Let  us  forego  partisanship.  The 
problems  we  face  are  far  too  serious  to  allow  us  the  luxury  of  carping 
criticism.    It  is-  easy  to  criticize,  hut  hard  to  build.    We  cannot  play 
off  Democrat  against  Bepublican,  rigid  support  against  flexible  support, 
cattleman  against  wheat  grower,  dairy  farmer  against  cotton  producer  --  we 
cannot  play  off  class  against  class  without  hurting  this  great  country  of 
ours  and  weakening  its  most  basic  industry  -  agriculture. 
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U,  3.  Qav:-r-;^-^T  Of  . ,3r!ICULTURE  I 
eriod  inf 


The  next  fev  months  will  be l^..jj2SlQrt ant  period 'inf  the  development 
of  farm  policy  —  a  time  when  RFD's  and  all  others  i nt ere o ted  in  agriculture 
will  "be  watching  and  many  will  "be  participating.    \]q  asked  Secretary  Benson 
to  give  us  a  "brief  look  into  the  future  ac  he  sees  it,  and  thece  are  his 
words : 

The  iDiggest  Job  we  face  in  the  next  six  months  is  the  marshaling 
of  ideas  and  suggestions  to  enable  the  Congress  to  enact  sound  fam  programs 
in  the  next  session.    The  amendment  to  the  present  law  requiring  price 
support  for  the  "basic  ccmmcdities  at  S'C  percent  of  parity  is  scheduled  to 
expire  with  the  1954  crops.    Congress  will  "be  called  upon  next  year  to  make 
the  decision  as  to  wliat  kind  of  program  will  replace  it. 

Farm  leaders  in  Congress ,. .we  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture... 
the  farm  organization  leaders .. .the  farmers  themselves .. .all  want  to  develop 
the  soundest  possible  progr<iim.    .'Vnd  we  are  engaged  in  an  unprecedented 
effort  to  bring  all  those  forces  together  in  the  planning  of  programs  that 
will  endure.    V/e  are  using  a  three -pronged  approach  in  our  study  and  planning. 

First,  we  are  going  to  the  farmers  through  their  oini  organizations. 
The  national  farm  organizations,  at  our  request,  are  carrying  formrd  a 
"grass  roots"  discussion  of  how  the  farm  programs  can  be  improved.  The 
National  Grange,  the  Farmers  Union,  the  Farm  Bureau       all  are  participating 
enthusiastically.    They  have  prepared  discussion  material  and  are  carrying 
on  member  discussions  all  over  the  country. 

A  second  approach  is  being  taken  by  Congress.    The  House  Committee 
on  Agriculture  is  going  into  the  country's  principal  agricultiural  regions  to 
hear  from  farmers  themselves  what  kind  of  farm  programs  they  want.    It  is  a 
bi-partisan  study  and  the  Chairman.  Clifford  B.  Hope  of  Kansas,  says  the 
Committee  wants  to  talk  with  as  many  famers  as  possible  to  get  the  benefit 
of  their  ideas  and  experiences.    The  Committee  will  then  evaluate  these 
opinions,  study  them  in  the  light  of  experience,  and  give  them  full  weight 
In  the  formulation  of  farm  policy. 

The  third  approach  being  used  to  find  the  best  possible  farm  pro- 
gram is  one  which  seeks  to  learn  tlie  thinking  of  our  best  professional  minds 
in  the  field  of  agriculture.    The  Department  has  given  specific  study 


-  2  - 


aL^ei{^,imi0iita  t a  more  than  6o  groups  .  orGanizatione .  and  coiomittees  in  loca- 
t-TcriL'  all  acroEc  the  Kation.    Perb^pe  ^00  highly  trained  and  "broadly 
experienced  people  hj.ve  worked  on  these  a££i{3n2]ients ,    Eopoi-ts  from  these 
groups  hc^ve  "been  received  and  suimarized. 

¥e  "believe  all  this  adds  up  to  the  biggest  coordinated  effort 
ever  made  to  get  a  voluntary'  democratic  evaluation  of  farm  programs.    It  is 
"bi-partisan.     It  is  "being  undertaken  without  any  preconceived  ideas  of  irhat 
it  should  reveal.    We  expect  these  studies  to  "be  completed  "before  the  end  of 
this  year.    The  o"bJective  is  to  have  ready  for  Congress ;  vhen  it  reconvenes 
next  January^  judgments  and  recomrriendations  which  will  help  it  improve  f^.rm 
legislation.    I  am  determined  to  have  the  hest  "bd-ckground  of  research  and 
opinion  ever  assembled  to  help  in  the  development  of  agricultural  laws. 

.  In  the  meantime^  we  are  trying  to  mj-3,ke  the  present  programs  work 
as  effectively  and  efficiently  as  possible.    Farmers  have  be  on  beset  by  man;^- 
difficulties  this  ye.ar,  including  flood  and  drought  and  low  prices.'  We  have 
met  these  problems  wherever  they  have  appeared.    Our 'effort  has  been  to  use 
the  j.a.ws  we  now  ho.ve ..  .while  enacting  other  emergency  legislation, .  .to  ease 
the  pressure  on  farmers  suffering  from  natural  and  economic  hardship. 

Stanley  Andrews  to  Head  Communications  Project 

Stanley  Andrews.  Point  Foujr  Director  for  the  past  16  months  and 
formerly  Director  of  USDA's  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations will 
become  managing  director  of  the  national  project  in  agricultural  communica- 
tions to  be  headquartered  at  Michigan  State  College. 

Mr.  Andrews  is  a  native' 'of  Missouri  and  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  .Missouri  in  journalism  and  agricultitra:l  economics.    He'  worked  as  reporter 
and  editor  on  Missouri  and  _^j:-kanEas  newspapers  and  was  owner  and  manager  of 
Radio  Station  K'aEK  at  Little  Rock.    He  has  held  a  number  of  high  government 
and  military  posts  and  supervised  the  procurement,  distribution  and  supply 
of . food  for  the  Berlin  airlift.    Many  of  you  will  recall  that  he  spoke  to 
the  l^LYPFD  at  its  spring  meeting  in  Washirigton  several  years  ago. 

The  NARF'D  is  cooperating  in  the  national  project  in  agricultural 
communications^  along  with' other  organizations  in  the  farm  informa.tion 
field.    The  purpose  is  to  help  land -grant  institutions^  USDA,  farm. publica- 
tions ^  and  radio  stations  to  improve  the  information  job-  they  are  doing. 
The  Kellogg  Foundation  is  putting  into  it.  to  help  finance  the 

first  five  years.    Sam  Schneider  is  the  N/iRFD  representative  on  the  10-man 
board  of  control.  •         •  .. 

Hew  TV  Package  Schedule  Out  Next  Week 

The  schedule  for  the  second  13 -week  series  of  USDA.  television 
package  shows  will  be  mailed  next  week.    Everyone  who  is  receiving  the  pack- 
age service  will  receive  this  list,    /myone  else  who  is  d'bing  a  regular  TV 
show  can  write  for  the  service.    The  nev/  series  starts  October  2. 
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lO^IFYE's  Off  for  India 

-Ten  youn^  men  from  firms  in  Ohio,  Kansce,  Minnesota^  Utah  and 
New  Mexico  were  to  sail  today  on  the  S.  £,  Con£;titution  en  route  to  India 
where  they  will  live  and  work  with  farm  fyjuilies  as  participants  in  the 
International  Farm  Youth  Exchange.    They  will  he  escorted  by  Bhup^.trai 
Trivedi  of  India  who  has  "been  living  with  farm  families  in  Minnesota  and 
Utah  as  an  IFYK  exchangee. 

One  of  the  10  U.  S.  lads^  by  the  way,  is  an  Ajnerican  Indian.,. 
Lai^rence  J,  Sarracino  of  Laguna^  IT.  M.    The  others  ..re  Eohert  E.  Bagwell/ 
/imistad,  N,.  ,M. ;  William  Vere  Casper,  Eeher,  Utah;  David  Otis  Dovzler, 
Ashville  ,  Ohio;  Jolrin  Keith  Ferrell,  Mt.  Eope^  Kansas;  Frederick  Otto  Funk, 
Hillshoro,  Kansas;  Donald  William  Kvasnicka,  Pratt,  Minn.;  James  Orville 
Pedersen,  Tyler,  Minn.;  Harold  iichard  Elttenhouse,  Dele.ware^  Ohio;  and 
Duane  Edward  Traylor,  El  Dorado.  Kansas. 

Cotton  Me  c  hani  z  at  i  on  C  onf  e  re  nee  Oct.  2'6"30 

The  seventh  annual  Beltwide  Cotton  Mech::nization  Conference  is 
scheduled  for  October  23-3"^  ^"t  Gadsden,  Alabama.    The  meeting  brings 
together  farm  equipment  manufcxturers,  state  and  federal  research  and 
educational  workers,  cotton  industry  and  other  agricultural  leaders. 

Flagging  to  Your  Atte ntion ... 

We've  mailed  you  Under  Secretary  Morse's  talk  at  Oregon  State 
College  Wednesday.    We've  also  sent  stories  on  reduced  rail  rates  to  aid 
movement  cf  drought  livestock  to  grazing,  on  pushing  beef  sales,  and  on 
improving  livestock  auction  efficiency.    Also  a  release  on  storage  use 
guarantees  to  commercial  firms  and  one  urging  farmers  to  use  CCC  loans 
rather  than  sacrifice  wheat. 

We  also  mailed  the  preliminar;>' ,  unofficial  returns  on  the  wheat 
marketing  quota  referendum  with  State  breaMowns . 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  August  29 


I^jBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour ...  Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m,  EDT.     "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  feature  will  be 
"Food  f  or  "Tean-Agers"  with  Sadye  Adelson,  Food  Economist  in  the  Bureau  of 
Eumcin  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics;  and  Ken  Gapen. 

/\BC  .'^jnerican  Farmer, .  .Sat ui'day  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m, 
"Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    There  will  be  a  feature  on  the  new  live- 
stock loan  program  with  r.  L.  Farrington,  Acting -Director  of  Agricultui'al 
Credit  Services;  Eobert  B.  McLeaish,  Administrator  of  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration;  and  Jack  Towers. 

CBS  Radio  F.<.rm  News ...  Saturday  originating  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EDT 
with  Claude  Mahoney. 


Among  Ourselves. . , 


Jules.  Kenaijid,  who  has  "been  irith  the  Soil  Confers  .it  ion  Service 
for  the  past  I5  years,  is  joining  us  to  replace  Bob  Crom  as  television 
specialist.    We're  happy  to  \7el come  him  to  our  staffs  and  hope  that  many 
of  you  ^7ill  h^.ve  a,  chance  to  meet  him  soon. 

Jules  has  "been  television  specialist  in  the  SCS  Regional  Office 
in  Al'buquerque,  f or  the  past  year.    He  lias  produced  programs  for  KOB-TV  in 
.'^Jbucjuerque  and'  KSWS-TV  in  Bosvell  and  has  prepared  television  materials 
for  KL2.  TV  in  Denver.    Before  taking  on  the  television  assignment  at 
Al"buouerque .  he  irorked  as  a  forestr^^^  specialist  and  district  conservationist 
in  New  Mexico,  Utah;  and  Colorado  and  did  a  good  deal  of  local  farm  radio 
'work.  .  . 

He's  a  native  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  a  graduate  of  Iowa  State 
College.    Last  fall  he  spent  some  time  with  Dick  Cech  at  WOI-TV  and  Mai 
Hansen  at  WCl\^-TV.    His  experience  also  includes  some  v/ork  with  Rex  Brov.'n 
-several  yee.rs  ago  in  producing  a  radio  series  for  KCCL  and  a  series  of 
conservation  programs  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  Radio  Council  in  Colorado, 

Jules  is  in  Washington  now.    He'll  remain  here  through  next  week, 
then  go  "back  to  Albucuerque  for  a  couple  weeks  "before  reporting  "back  here 
on  Septem"ber  I5. 

We  told  you  last  week  a"bout  Bo"b  Crom's  new  jo"b.  He  left  Wednesday 
for  Iowa  and  a  few  days  vacation,  Ee^ll  report  to  North  Dakota  Agricultural 
College  soon  after  September  1  to  "become  Director  of  -Communications. 

The  Southeast  Regional  of  NARFD  gets  this  comer's  Blue  Ribbon 
this  week  for  one  of  the  best -rounded  and  down-to-earth  meetings  we 've 
ever  attended.    The  Virginia  Extension  Service  helped  with  the  meeting, 
and  the  speakers  followed  the  theme,  "How  to  Help  the  Parmer  Make  a  Dollar." 
To  see  how  farn^rs  are  doing  that,  we  got  out  on  a  couple  farms  and  visited 
the  Rocky  Mount  artificial  breeding  center.    We'll  leave  it  to  others  to 
report  on  the  meeting,  but  it  gets  our  vote  of  approval. 

Sincerely,.  ^^-^^ 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
.   ;  •     .  Radio  and  Television  Service 

Enclosures:  " 

Beef  Recipes  -  ..     .        ^  ;  •'  . 

Garden  and  .Home  Food  Pres.  F^iCts  '  .     '  .... 

Pressure  Canners  -  Use  and  Care 
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August  28,  1953 
Letter  No«  575 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Department  ofYicials  think  the  rise  in  cattle  numbers,  may  be-  - 
halted  this  year  because  of  the  heavy  marketing.    In  the  first  .thr.ee. 
months  of  this  year,  almost  a  fourth  more  cattle  and  calves,  were 
slaughtered  commercially  than  in  the  same  months  of  last  year.    In  the 
second  quarter,  slaughter,  v/as  up.  39.  percent  over  last  year* 

If  the  rise  in  cattle  numbers  does  end  this  year,  the  present 
cattle  cycle,  which  began  in  1949,  will  have  reacheci  its  peak  in  five 
years  instead  of  the  usual  sax  to  . eight  years,  ■  l^his  could  mean  an  end 
to  the  persistent  down-trend  in  cattle  prices.    The  situation  does  not 
point  to  an  uptrend,  but  it  does-  indicate  that  prices  in  the  remainder 
of  1953  might  hold  near  the  present  level,  provided  consumer  demand  for 
beef  continues  strong*  . 

The  history  of  the  current  cattle  cycle  is  something  like  this: 
Rising  prices  and  big  grain  crops  in  1948  caused  farmers  to  begin  expand- 
ing their  herds.    They  added  a  million  cattle,  to  their  herds  in. 1948, 
four  million  in  1950,  six  million  in  1951,  and  another  six  million  in  1952, 
By  January  first  of  this  year,  v;e  had  37  percent  more  cattl^  than  we  had 
four  years  earlier. 

Then  came  the  drought  that  forced  farmers  to  market  breeding  cattle, 
and  cattle  that  vjere  not  nearly  ready  for  market.    These  forced  marketings 
were  added  to  the  already  heavy  marketing  caused  by  the  rise  in  the  cattle 
cycle.    Average  prices  of  cattle  received  by  farmers,  after- reaching  an 
all  time  high  in  April  1951,  fell  from  ^30  to  ^16  in  just  two  years. 

As  you  know,  the  Department  has  cooperated  v;ith  other  groups  in  a 
nuiriber  of  efforts  to  help  stabilize  the  market.    One  of  the  most  important 
things  is  to  avoid  inarket  gluts  and  panic  selling  such  as  took  place  in 
the  Southwest  this  summer.    If  we  do  have  an  .orderly  movement  of  cattle 
to  market  this  fall,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Department's  purchase  program 
plus  the  retail  beef  promotion  program  will  give  the  market  the  strength 
and  stability  it  needs,  .  ,  ,  . 
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Meat  Purchases 

The  Department  announces  purchases  of  6,884,000  pounds  of  four 

meat  products  for  the  v;eek  of  August  17  canned  beef,  hajnburger, 
carcass  beef,  and  carcass  mutton. 

In  making  these  contracts,  the  USDA  has  plsmned  that  the  maximum 
number  of  cattle  to  be  used  in  making  these  products  would  be  purchased 
by  packers  and  others  during  the  fall  period  when  market  runs  of  cows 
and  grass  fed  animals  are  the  heaviest.    The  effect  of  these  orders  on 
market  prices  of  commercial  and  lower  grade  cattle  should  be  the  greatest 
through  the  September -November  period. 

Farm  Prices  Down  Slightly 

Prices  received  by  farmers  declined  a  little  less  than  half  of 
one  percent  during  the  month  ending  August  15,  BAE  reported  today  in  its 
monthly  Agricultural  Prices  report.    Cattle,  hog,  and  lamb  prices  were 
lower,  but  these  declines'  were  nearly  offset  by  higher  prices  for  milk, 
eggs,  cotton,  and  lettuce. 

Prices"  paid  (including  interest,  taxes,  and  wage  rates)  remained 
unchanged  during  the  month.    Prices  of  family  living  items  advanced  to 
equal  last  summer* s  all-time  high,  but  prices  of  items  used  in  farm 
production  declined.    The  parity  ratio  --  of  prices  received  to  prices 
paid  —  remained  at  95,  the'  same  as  in  July# 

Secretary  Calls  for  Expanded  Research  and  Education  " 

Secretary''  Benson  this  week  sounded  a  call  for  a  greatly  expanded 
program  of  agricultural  research  and  education.    He  spelled  out  a  sixth 
major  area  of  an  over-all  farm  program,  and  asked  the  principal  farm  orgsuii- 
zations  to  give  him  the  viev/s  of  their  members.    In  June,  Secretary  Benson 
asked  the  farm  organizations  to  give  him  the  judgements  and  views  of  their 
members  on  five  other  phases  of  a  farm  program       price  supports,  crop 
adjustments,  conservation,  capital  needs  of  agriculture,  and  foreign  trade. 

We* re  enclosing  with  this  Letter  a  copy  of  the  Secretary's  statement^ 

BAE's  Farm-Mortgage  Report 

Farm^mortagage  debt  on  January  1,  1953,  is  estimated  at  '^7^1  billionjj 
8  per'cent  above  the  |6.6  billion  a- year  earlrer,  and  50  percent  above  the 
post-World  War  II  low  of  $4.8  bill  ion  on  January  1,  1946.    This  7ra.s  the  ■ 
seventh  and  consecutive  year  in  which  farm-mortgage  debt  increased.  More- 
over, indications  are  that"  farm-mortgage  debt  has  risen  still  further  in  1953. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention... 

The  following  situation  reports  were  issued  this  ■.■•eek  by  BAE: 
Fats  and  Oils,  Wheat,  Cotton,  Fruit,  Demand  and  Price,  the  Farm  Real  Estate 
Market  and  Tobacco.    We  mailed  you  a  VE  disease  situationer,  and  a  story  on 
the  Secretary's  assurance  that  no  CCC  wheat  is  being  sold  for  export  under 
the  loan  rate. 
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Livestock  Disease  Handbook  Planned  for  Reporters 

The  information  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  is  preparing 
a  handbook  for  radio  and  press  reporters  and  -writers  v;ho  cover  the  livestock 
disease  field..  It  is  .planned  to  prepare  the  book  in  loose- lea'f  "form,  so  it 
can  be  amended  axid  expanded  as  s6ience  advances,  and  as  other  changes  occur. 

It  will  list  important  livestock  diseases,  their  cause,  incidence, 
ai^im^ls  affected,  their  nature,  symptoms,  and  meians  of  spreading,  with  advis- 
able treatments  and/or  control.    Federal-State  responsibility,  public  health 
aspects, • public  relations  aspects,  and  references  to  local  sources  and  author- 
ities will  be  given. 

There'll  be  a  short  history  of  animal  dlBtease  outbreaks.    Also  a  .section 
on  how  we  keep  livestock  disease  out  of  this  country  and*  the  how  and  wliy  of 
livestock  disease  quarantines.    The  handbook  will  include  a  list  of  defini- 
tions of  all  the  major  biological  products  (not  trade  names)  used- in  live- 
stock disease  prevoition  and  control. 

Especially  important  to  RFD's  will  be  the  section  which  tries  to  antic- 
ipate some  of  our  problems  in  reporting  livestock  disease  outbreaks.  It's 
an  effort  to  plan  for  adequate  and -responsible 'news  coverage  of  future  out- 
breaks...so  that  radio  and  press  get  the  information  they  need  without  any 
tendency  for  authorities  and  control  people  to  "clam  up".. .and  so  that  the 
control  program  is  not  endangered  by  irresponsible  reporting.    This  handbook 
won't  be  out  for  some  time.    If "youhave  reactions  or  suggestions,  let  us  know. 

Livestock  Loan  Applications  up 'Sharply 

Since  we  told  you  the  stoi*y  on  the  Department's  new  livestock  loans  a 
couple  of  weeks  ag^,  number  o-f  applications  and  amount  of  loans  have  jumped 
consideraiily.    Now,  at  the  end  of  the  first  month,  livestock  producers  in 
22  States  have  applied  for  the  credit,  suad  more  than  three  million  dollars 
has  been  loaned. 

At  the  drought  meeting  President  Eisenhower  called  in  Denver  last  week, 
a  group  from  the  Department  headed  by  Under  Secf-etary  True  D.  Morse,  got 
together  with  drought  committeemen.  Farmers  Home  state  directors  and  farmers 
from  the  eight  hardest  hit  states.    Topic  of  discussion  v/as  v;hat  had  been 
done  and  v;hat  still  needs  to  be  done  to  help  the  cattlemen  carry  on. 

The  President  was  given  a  firsthand  report  of  progress  and  seemed  pleased 
with  it.    He  told  officials  there  to  keep  up  their  efforts  until  every  farmer 
needing  assistance,  and  qualifying  for  it,  received-  it. 

A  state  or  local  livestock  loan  committee  —  appointed  by  Secretary 
Benson  —  decides  whether  an  applicant  is  eligible  and  approves  the  loans. 
County  offices  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  deliver  the  loan  checks, 
and  will  service  and  collect  the  accounts.    Authority  for  making  the  loans, 
which  are  only  temporary,  ends  in  July  1955,  and  loans  are  repayable  at  5  per- 
cent interest  over  periods  up  to  three  years. 


Network  FanL  &nd  Hoiite  jjluxnB  ^jeptember 


NBC  National  Farm .andt  Some  Hour •Saturday  originating  at  1:00  to 
1:30  p.ra.  EDT.    "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington,    Featured  will  be  high- 
lijghts  from  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Home  Demonstration  Council 
in  Boston.  ,    ■  . ■  ■ 

ABC' American  Farmer',  •  •Saturday  orig^inating  at  12:-20  to  1:00  p«m*  EDT. 
"Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  "US  DA.., .  The  feature  will  be  an  interYiev/  on  the 
foreign  market  situation  with  Assistant , Secretary  Romeo  £•  Short  and  Jack 
Towers^  -        ■     '  , 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News.. .Saturday  originating  3:30  to- 3:45 'pim.  EDT  with 
Claude  Ivlahoney.'  .  ■ 

Farm  and  Home  Hour  to  Celebrate  Sept  .ember  12 

In  case  you  haven* t  heard  about  the  national  Farm  and  Home  Hour's 
Silver  Anniversary  Broadcast,  it*s  scheduled  for  Saturday,  September  12, 
and  will  be  a  full  hour  special  program.    The  guests  will  include  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  Benson;  Vv.  A.  Roberts,  president  of  All is- Chalmers;  several 
veterans  of  the  first  broadcast  of  October  2,  1928;  and  radio  celebrities 
who  appeared  on  the  program  in  its  early  days. 

Frank  Mullen,  Bill  Drips,  and  Jennings  Pierce,  all  formerly  of  NBC, 
will  be  on  the  show  as  will  Morris  Salisbury,  former  USDA  Director  of 
Information  and  nov;  information  chief  for  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission.  Also 
the  veteran  character  actor  Harvey  Hayes,  who  portrayed  the  forest  ranger 
for  many  years  and  Fran  Allison  and  Fibber  kcGee  and  Molly,  frequent  guest 
.  sta.rs.  on  the  program  years  ago.    Of  .  course,  Everett  Ivlltchell  v;ill  emcee. 
Since  I  go  back  to  1936,  guess  I'll'^ppear  in  dual  character . ..partly  as  an 
"old.  timer."  ;  .   ,  .  . 

•  ■  '  •        ■  '  *  Sincerely, 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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